[Successful treatment by using a pedicled omental flap for mediastinal infection in the presence of a external valved conduit].
Mediastinal infection is one of serve and fatal complications after cardiac surgery, especially in the presence of an artificial graft. A case of successful treatment by using a pedicled omental flap for mediastinal infection in the presence of an external valved conduit is reported. a 10-year-old girl who had implanted the 12 mm porcine valved conduit for truncus arteriosus at age 9 months, underwent replacement of the old conduit with a 18 mm valved conduit. On the 9th postoperative day, as soon as mediastinal infection was proved by positive culture of the drainage from the chest tube, a reoperation was performed to debride and irrigate the mediastinum. Irrigation with povidone-iodine and antibiotics was continued for 3 weeks until improvement of CRP levels and negative drainage cultures. Then the heart and the valved conduit were wrapped with the pedicled omental flap and the skin was closed. She was without any evidence of infection for 3 months after operation. Use of a pedicled omental flap might be an effective method for treatment of mediastinal infection in the presence of an external conduit.